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Whole School Approach –  

Effective Communication 

St. Andrew's Junior School 

Mrs Josephine Lim – Head of Department, English Language                   
Mdm Norimah – Level Head, English Language 
Ms Vasanthi  -   School Staff Developer  



2 St. Andrew’s Junior School 

St Andrew's Village  

Junior School, Secondary School, Junior College 

 

School Vision (2012) 

Home of servant leaders who bring life to the nations 
 

4 Traits of a servant leader 

• Exemplary Character 

• Holistic Thinker 

• Skilled Communicator 

• Community Builder 

 

Background information 



3 St. Andrew’s Junior School 

Our approach to WSA-EC 

Effective Teaching and 

Learning in the 

classroom 

Key Question:  
How do we as teachers make concepts and skills clear 
and accessible to students? 
                                                                                         ( TST P161) 

 

WSA-EC 

= 
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• The Skillful Teacher 

(2008), Chapter 9: Clarity 

• "A treasury of strategies 

exists for making ideas 

and skills clear and 

accessible to students. " 

 

The Skillful Teacher Model 
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This section lays them out in sequential categories:  

(1) Framing the Big Picture for Students 

(2)  Getting Ready for Instruction 

(3) Presenting Information from a Repertoire of Explanatory 
Devices 

(4) Using Effective Speech 

(5) Being Explicit; Making Cognitive Connections 

(6) Checking for Understanding 

(7) Unscrambling Confusions 

(8) Making Students' Thinking Visible 

(9) Summarizing 

Clarity: The Skillful Teacher 
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Making Thinking Visible 

There are many ways to make thinking visible. One of the simplest is for 

teachers to use the language of thinking.   (Tishman & Perkins, 1997) 

Use of Thinking Routines  
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• “Nothing is as important as the teacher 

and what the person knows, believes 

and can do”   
 

• “Teachers need to be good designers of 

daily instruction” 

Teachers as agents of change 
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Platforms 

• Core courses for all teachers 

• School based training during 
T- cube sessions  

-  Spotlights by HODs 

(common language &  lesson 
plan structure across all 
subjects) 

• PLT   

-  Lesson Study 

• STEM Mentoring for BTs 

 

 

 

Teacher Competency  
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• Lesson Study  

- Design lessons collaboratively in 

their IP groups  

- integration of MTV 

- skillful teacher 

- subject specific language  

• Observe and critique lessons for 

improvements  

 (video recording) 

 

 

 

 

Teachers as collaborative learners 
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Clarity….  
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Summariser… 
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What It Looks Like In The 

Classroom 

Mathematics 
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Science 
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English Language 
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Thinking Routines…. 
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Students’ Responses … 

Students’ Responses … 
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Our Worksheets…… 

For ELIS/P3 Unit 4 - The Wolf's Story.doc
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CALP: Specific Vocabulary in Writing 
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CALP: Planning in Writing…. 
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Students’ Responses… 
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Science 
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Thinking Routines…. 
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Students’ Responses…. 
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Mathematics 

Use 

mathematical 

language to 

express 

mathematical 

ideas and 

arguments, 

precisely, 

concisely and 

logically. 
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CALP: language, symbols and diagrams…  

Use 

mathematical 

language, 

symbols and 

diagrams to 

represent and 

communicate 

ideas. 
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Students’ Responses … 
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Focused 
Instruction 

Guided 
Instruction 

“I do it” 

“We do it” 

“You do it 
together” 

“You do it 
alone” 

TEACHER RESPONSIBILITY 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY 

Collaborative 

Independent 

Douglas Fisher’s Gradual Release of Responsibility 
Model 


